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The Flint Hills Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is the 
designated entity to provide regional transportation planning and 
programming services across portions of Geary, Pottawatomie, and 
Riley Counties. 

At both the local and regional scale, the MPO places special 
emphasis on providing equal access to a variety of transportation 
modes; including, transit, bicycling, walking, vehicles, and freight. 

Junction City
Grandview Plaza

Ogden

Ft. Riley

Manhattan St. George

Wamego

Who We Are 2019 Highlights

July
November

Finalized the 
Wamego Safe 
Routes to 
School Plan

June
First demonstration 
project in Junction City 
at 7th and Jefferson

Launched an 
update to the 
Manhattan Fixed 
Route System

December
Completed the 

Manhattan Bicycle 
& Pedestrian 
Systems Plan

January April
March

Hired Travel Demand 
Modeler for the Connect 
2040 long-range plan

Finalized the 
Junction City 
Safe Routes to 
School Plan

MPO was awarded
the 2018 America
Walks grant to fund
2019 demonstration
projects

Executed MOU with
Junction City and Live Well 

Geary County to develop 
the Junction City Active

Transportation Plan

Installed first
demonstration project
at Fremont and N
Manhattan Ave

May
Hired Rachel Foss as

the Transportation
Planner

BPSP
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Providing a regional forum to coordinate, encourage, 
and promote a safe, efficient, affordable, and integrated 
transportation system for all users; in support of livable 
communities and economic competitiveness.

Our Mission
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serving 
110,411 

residents

7 miles 
of bike 
lanes

851 
miles of 

roads

14 miles of 
bike 

boulevards

362 
miles of 

sidewalks

51 
miles of 
multiuse 

paths

State of 
the Region

Demonstration 
Projects

The MPO utilized demonstration projects as a 
new and innovative way to engage the public for 
the development of both the City of Manhattan’s 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Systems Plan and the 
Junction City Active Transportation Plan. The 
demonstration projects allowed for temporary, 
inexpensive, and interactive modifications to 
the roadway to improve safety for all users. This 
is an effective way for people to experience and 
visualize many of the improvements and projects 
identified in these documents.

Top: Fremont & N Manhattan demonstration, Manhattan
Bottom: 7th & Adams demonstration, Junction City

April 2019 - December 2019

2019 Projects
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Wamego Safe 
Routes to 
School Plan

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is a federal 
program aimed at improving a child’s 
ability to walk or bike to school. Having 
a SRTS Plan allows the City of Wamego 
and USD 320 to access funding through 
KDOT for projects identified in the Plan. 
SRTS goes beyond engineering and looks 
to improve walking and biking to school 
through the 5-Es.

Flint Hills aTa 
Bus Updates
In October 2019, aTa Bus had record 
high ridership in Manhattan and 
Junction City. Manhattan’s increase 
is mostly attributed to route updates 
made in July. Junction City’s ridership 
increases can be credited to the 
partnership created between USD 475 
and aTa Bus, allowing all Junction City 
Middle and High School students to 
ride the bus for free.

33%

23%

20%

18%

18%

These 
places are 
located 
along 
students’ 
routes 
to school:

Gas Sta�on

Convenience Store

Playground

Vacant Lot

Small Retail & 
Business

Regarding along their child’s way to school, people say...

sidewalks are well maintained & cleaned

sidewalks are wide enough for 2 people

sidewalks are separated by 
grass or trees50%

55%

50%

57%
of children do not have 
sidewalks along their 

way to school

27%
sidewalks are free of 
obstruc�ons

53%
agree the 

school-zone is 
well-enforced

Respondents say that if their 
child walked to school, they 
would have to cross:

35%
intersec�on 
without a 
crosswalk

45%
highway or 

freeway

50%
road with 

busy traffic

25%
intersec�on 

without 
street signal

15%
railway

50%
would enjoy 

walking their child 
to school

43%
say the walking 
environment is 

quiet & well-shaded 
by trees

40%
say there are 

nice things to see 
on the way to school

48%
worry their child will be hit 

by a car if they walk to school

28%
do not find it 

convenient to walk 
to school

but... 
    

60%
say it is easier 

or faster to drive 
their child to school

55%
worry their child 
will be taken or 

hurt by a stranger but...     

65%
believe the 

people in their 
neighborhood 
can be trusted

40%
chose their 

home because 
of the quality 

of the 
neighborhood

1/6
chose their 

neighborhood 
because it is 
easy to walk 

around

1/3
moved to 

their 
home 

because it 
is close to 

their 
child’s 
school

1/3
live within 

walking 
distance of 

their 
child’s 
school

January 2018 - December 2019

14,037

2018 routes 
implemented

2019 route 
update

3,013
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BPSP local match 
(Manhattan only)

$32,004.18 (8%)

Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Systems Plan 
$140,138.17 (34%)

Consolidated Planning 
Grant Funds 
$182,973.26 (46%)

Manhattan (54%)

Riley 
County 

(6%)

Junction City 
(24%)

America Walks Grant 
$1,500 (<1%)

Funding by 
jurisdiction

Pottawatomie County (8%)
Wamego (5%)

Geary County (3%)

Local 
match
$51,067.23  
(12%)

2019 Funding2019 Staff Hours

Flint Hills Transportation Plan (9%)
Regional Planning Initiatives (64%)

Transportation Improvement Program (2%)
Community Initiatives & Projects (45%)
Regional Datasets & Analytics (8%)

Outside Agency Committees & Presentations (5%)
Involvement & Outreach (6%)

Internal Documents & Outreach Efforts (1%)

General Program Administration (19%)

MPO Support & Administration (30%)

Unified Planning Work Program (7%)
Professional Development and Training (4%)

Nearly 50% of MPO staff hours 
were devoted to Community 
Initiatives & Projects
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The MPO received a 
competitive grant from KDOT 
to develop the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian System Plan. 
MPO staff assisted with the 
development of the plan, 
billing time to the project.

The MPO provides transit 
planning services for aTa 
Bus. In some instances, some 
of our work ventures more 
towards implementation, so 
those hours are billed directly 
to aTa Bus.

These opportunities and 
partnerships saved the MPO 
$17,241.12 in 2019.

Cost-sharing 
partnerships


